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(27) Voluntary organization: Any char-
tered or otherwise duly recognized tax- 
exempt local, State, or national orga-
nization or group which has provided 
or may provide needed services to the 
States, local governments, or individ-
uals in coping with an emergency or a 
major disaster. 

(b) Additional definitions. Definitions 
which apply to individual subparts are 
found in those subparts. 

[54 FR 11615, Mar. 21, 1989, as amended at 63 
FR 17110, Apr. 8, 1998; 66 FR 57352, 57353, Nov. 
14, 2001; 69 FR 24083, May 3, 2004; 74 FR 15346, 
Apr. 3, 2009] 

§ 206.3 Policy. 
It is the policy of FEMA to provide 

an orderly and continuing means of as-
sistance by the Federal Government to 
State and local governments in car-
rying out their responsibilities to al-
leviate the suffering and damage that 
result from major disasters and emer-
gencies by: 

(a) Providing Federal assistance pro-
grams for public and private losses and 
needs sustained in disasters; 

(b) Encouraging the development of 
comprehensive disaster preparedness 
and assistance plans, programs, capa-
bilities, and organizations by the 
States and local governments; 

(c) Achieving greater coordination 
and responsiveness of disaster pre-
paredness and relief programs; 

(d) Encouraging individuals, States, 
and local governments to obtain insur-
ance coverage and thereby reduce their 
dependence on governmental assist-
ance; and 

(e) Encouraging hazard mitigation 
measures, such as development of land- 
use and construction regulations, 
floodplain management, protection of 
wetlands, and environmental planning, 
to reduce losses from disasters. 

§ 206.4 State emergency plans. 
The State shall set forth in its emer-

gency plan all responsibilities and ac-
tions specified in the Stafford Act and 
these regulations that are required of 
the State and its political subdivisions 
to prepare for and respond to major 
disasters and emergencies and to facili-
tate the delivery of Federal disaster as-
sistance. Although not mandatory, 
prior to the adoption of the final plan, 

the State is encouraged to circulate 
the plan to local governments for re-
view and comment. 

[55 FR 2288, Jan. 23, 1990, 55 FR 5458, Feb. 15, 
1990] 

§ 206.5 Assistance by other Federal 
agencies. 

(a) In any declared major disaster, 
the Administrator, Assistant Adminis-
trator for the Disaster Operations Di-
rectorate, or the Regional Adminis-
trator may direct any Federal agency 
to utilize its authorities and the re-
sources granted to it under Federal law 
(including personnel, equipment, sup-
plies, facilities, and managerial, tech-
nical, and advisory services) to support 
State and local assistance efforts. 

(b) In any declared emergency, the 
Administrator, Assistant Adminis-
trator for the Disaster Operations Di-
rectorate, or the Regional Adminis-
trator may direct any Federal agency 
to utilize its authorities and the re-
sources granted to it under Federal law 
(including personnel, equipment, sup-
plies, facilities, and managerial, tech-
nical, and advisory services) to support 
emergency efforts by State and local 
governments to save lives; protect 
property, public health and safety; and 
lessen or avert the threat of a catas-
trophe. 

(c) In any declared major disaster or 
emergency, the Administrator, Assist-
ant Administrator for the Disaster Op-
erations Directorate, or the Regional 
Administrator may direct any Federal 
agency to provide emergency assist-
ance necessary to save lives and to pro-
tect property, public health, and safety 
by: 

(1) Utilizing, lending, or donating to 
State and local governments Federal 
equipment, supplies, facilities, per-
sonnel, and other resources, other than 
the extension of credit, for use or dis-
tribution by such governments in ac-
cordance with the purposes of this Act; 

(2) Distributing medicine, food, and 
other consumable supplies; or 

(3) Performing work or services to 
provide emergency assistance author-
ized in the Stafford Act. 

(d) Disaster assistance by other Fed-
eral agencies is subject to the coordi-
nation of the FCO. Federal agencies 
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